March 06

FROM THEPASTOR

I know that asyou receive and read this your wall calendar says“March” but I'd like you to concentrate on thisas
the time of Lent. The two aren’t exactly the same but then, therein ismy invitation.

Asmany of the followers of Jesus count time, we’re about to enter into the mog sacred season of the year—or at
lead, that’s our hope. Lent ismeant to be a 40 day period of reflection. It leadsup to the celebration of what we
believe gands at the center of our life with God: the wondrous celebration of Jesus resurrection and the promise

of new life for usin him. In Lent we allow ourselvesthe time to
marvel at the grace-filled willingnessof Jesusto do whatever it
takesto reconnect uswith the God Jesus called “ Father.” And
what we dare to expect isa deeper re-discovery that we are the
oneswho have turned away from the Father'slove yet Jesus
presence, death, and reaurrection are Hisway of finding and
inviting us back—for the JOY of it!

If you keep track of these columns, you know that I've been
reflecting on the notion of “the wilderness lately. It'soften in
the wildernesd painful/soul-searching times of our livesthat we
become mog ready for fresh indghtsto our life with God; mos
open to God’sown presence in waysgreat and small. Lent is
meant to be a voluntary, 40 day walk in the wildernesswhich,
thisyear, I'm characterizing as a time of “giving up to get a life.”

Folks ©metimes have “given something up for Lent.” In the
pad, one of our sonshasgiven up pizza—which he really
enjoys—so that whenever he thinks of having a dice, he is

A Lenten Prayer

O Chrig,
You take upon yourself
all our burdens © that,
freed of all that weighsusdown,
we can congantly begin anew to walk,
with lightened sep,
from worry towardstruging,
from the shadows
towardsthe clear flowing waters,
from our own will
towardsthe vison of the coming Kingdom.
And then we know,
though we hardly dared hope 0,
that you offer to make every human being
areflection of your face. Amen
—Roger Shultz

reminded of the fact that there’s ©mething more to hislife than,
well, pizza. Traditionally, faging and other disciplines have
srved as lIf-offered reminders of Jesus sacrifice and great love for us. I'd like to sugged that what’s often missng
isthat the “giving up” isreally meant to be an attempt to empty our lives 0 that we can be filled with something
even more powerful and valuable—God’s daily presence and peace. It’sin the wildernesstimesthat we really do
get awhole new life—with God!

In Lent here at Word Of Hope, we're providing some opp ortunitiesfor you to “give up & get.” You'll note aform
for a spiritual growth plan at the end of thisarticle. I'd like to encourage you to fill it out asa way of thinking
through what your voluntary walk will look like. (Vison: GLAD/GENEROUS

Another way to “give up & get” involvesthe use of a Lenten sacrificial giving exercise. Grab an alms box at church
and set your own goal of sacrificial giving. We anticipate usng proceedsfor our children’s playground—asa visble
witnessto o ur children and to the children of the community around us (Vison: GO / GROW! numerically)

Finally, we're also carving out time on each of the Wednesday evenings of Lent for reflective worship and quiet
conversation on the faith journeys of our lives We're going to use a variety of resourcesto encourage prayetr,
dlence in the Soirit, and mutual supp ort—after all, how doesanyone come through the wildernesstimeswithout
the supp ort of traveling companions? (Vison: GRACE/ GROW! giritually)

In the popular mind, Lent is en asa grim and cheerlesstime but | recently noted an interesting coincidence (God-
incidence?) Did you know that the Roman numeralsfor 40 are “XL"—which phonetically in English is“excel?’ I'd
like you to think of Lent asan “ XL Faith Walk”—our own verson of an excellent adventure. It'snot the kind of
thing that everyone in the world will buy into so maybe it'll end up being the “the few folks ‘40’ faith walk” or
“the few folksforty excellent adventure.” Think of it however you like. But do know that the real purpose is“jug
a closer walk with Thee.” Welcome to the journey!

"S. Augudine says, 'God giveswhere He findsempty hands' A man whose handsare full of parcelscan't receive a
gift." —C. S Lewis



GIVINGUPTO GET A LIFE

A Lenten Spritual Growth Experience

Prayer

Take 1 minute eab day to pray for 1
person that youfed a cdling to pray for

Set aside aregular time for prayer
ead day

Start and keep a prayer journal

Instead of the usual prayer at
medti mes, take turns doing original prayers

Worghip

Attend worship ead Sunday in Lent

Agreeto doafaith moment

Voluntee to read leson, be
communion asgstant or usher

Attend midweek Lenten services

Attend all 3 Holy Week services:
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter
Vigil

Read the Bible
Choase one of the gospels and
commit to reading the whole thing
during Lent
Read the Words of Hope email

devotiona daily

Pick 1 Bible verse aweek and
memorizeit
_ Get Lenten devotional bodk and
use daily

Service

Take an internet spiritual gifts
survey—share results with someone
you trust

Do yard work/home repairs for
someone who nedds help

Cook amed and deliver it to
someone who is having a difficult time

Send a cad to someone who
needs aword of hope
___Voluntea for aWOH tean for
which you are feding God' s nudging to
join

Relationship Building

Join asmall group at Word of
Hope

Turn off TV/computer and spend
1 evening aweek having a game night

Invite afriend to an event at
church

Call afriend who ishavinga
difficult time and truly listen to them

Giving

Give up something for Lent and
give the money saved to “get and give”

Fast for a day and give the
money to world hunger

Try your hand at tithing; just for
Lent, give thefirst 10% of your income

| commit to ddngthe ébove dhedked
items for the 40 days of Lent.

(Signed. Keep a copy, giveoneto a
friend—and talk about it)

For a PoWeR SURGe in your spiritual life:

Word Of Hope

small® to begin
Read the Word—God d oes peak to us
our brothersand sgers®

through a growth group experience

Serve—others Jesusis present in 2the leag of these

Relationships—count; be built up in the Body of Chrigt

Pray—set adde a time each day for prayer, even if you need to 2think

Worship—regularly; proclaim the @worth-ship® of our God

Misson

Sare the love of Jesuswith ALLothers

and grow disciples.

Vison

Graceb a welcoming, safe place

Growth —spiritual, numbers, facility

Give—learn of your own spiritual giftednessand then
discover how much more bles®d it isto give than to receive

Glad/Generous heartsb financial &
whole life gewardship
Gob outward focuson 2the world®
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BLOODMOBILEAT WOH
The Bloodmohile will be @ WOH on Sunday, March 26 Share the gift of life & part of your
Lenten olservancethis yea!

AH WEDNEDAY WORHIP
We gather for worship on Ash Wednesday, March 1, at 7 pm. Thisday isthe gart of Lent, a season in the church
year when the focusis on deepening our relationship with God. The worship isrich, unique, and moving. All are
welcome. Bring a friend!

LENTEN DEVOTIONAL BOOKLET

...isavailable in theentryway. Use thisas part of your Lenten reflection each day. And THANKSto all our prayer
providers

MID-WEEK LENTEN WORSHIP

On the Wednesdays of Lent, we are gathering at 7 pm for reflective worship and quiet conversation. Thiswill be
the more public Sde of our Lenten excellent adventure/faith walk. All are welcome. Bring a friend!

20t ANNIVERARY OF WOH

On Sunday, March 19, we will have a special celebration/m eal/program to mark the 20™ anniversary of
the church. Fedivitieswill begin in each worship service and then continue at noon with a meal, musc,
gues speaker, and special commemoratives. Please sgn up 0 that we can adequately plan for the food.

If you would like to help with preparations see the CLIPBOARDSAIs0, GOT PICTURES? We're asembling a 20t
anniversary presentation. Got pag events pictures (egecially those 3+ yearsago and any of the confirmation/
adult retreats) or just areally good picture that needsto be shared? Please e-mail to Dawn Wehb at

wehb family@peoplepc.com. DEADLINE: 3/5

NEW!! AWOMEN'S SUDY GROUP
will be meeting at 7:00pm on Tuesday, March 7th. All women of WOH and their friends and neighborsare
invited and encouraged to come! Please contact DARLENE TAYLOR for more information 868-9769 or
dtaylormom5@aol.com

WEEKEND TO REMEMBER

The intricacies of life can complicate any marriage and create tenson. It'seasy to feel confused or angry, frugrated
or alone. A Weekend to Remember resoresyour vison of what it lookslike to pursue a marriage that works.

No matter where you are in the process now isthe time to make your marriage everything that God intended it to
be. The conference isbeing held in Cincinnati, OH on March 10-12. Cog is$109 per person, group rate is$79 per
person (5 or more couples). The Hyatt Regency Cincinnati isgiving participants of the conference discounted
room rates of $99. For more information logonto  www .weekendtoremember.com or contact MISTI DRURY
at 619-3099 or mdrury@bgmailing.com.

BABY/BRIDAL SHOWER
The women of the church are going to celebrate with MARY ROMAIN and JULIE BARGER at nhoon on Sunday,
March 5 in the fellowship hall. MARY AND JASON ROMAIN are expecting a baby and JULIEBARGER AND MIKE
KLEINPETER will be getting married. We invite all women to join usin celebrating with these two young women
asthey embark on new chaptersin their llives We will enjoy a lunch and fellowship with each other and our
guegsof honor. Mary and Jason are regigered at BabiesR Usand Julie and Mike are regigered at Target and Bed
Bath & Beyond. Please contact JULIEM CBWEN at 552-0062 for more information and to RS/P.

HROVEFAT TUEDAY
Thanksto THE CARE TEAM and all who made our Mardi Gras aich a pleasant and tasty evening.

TRUENORTH




Our life with God istold in the gories of the Bible and in each of these there isa sense of
the human drama. During our TRUENORTH sessonswith children in March, JEREMY
KISING, director of the Lexington Children's Theater, will work with our kidsto prepare a
drama for Eager worship. In the processthey'll also learn about the drama of God's
presence in each of their livesaswell. We meet each Sunday at 9:30 am, beginning in the
sanctuary; children’sfriends are alwayswelcomel

ADULTS on arelated note, if you would like to check out what ishapp ening in True North, feel free to sop
in. You may be surprised to learn what the kidsare up to! And remember our revised schedule: adultsAND
children gart in the sanctuary at 9:30 with a brief devotional and then go their separate ways.

TRUENORTH isour Sunday morning faith development time for everyone, a learning place of
grace for God’s children of all ages TRUENORTH reminds us of the need to guide our lives by
Jesus Chrig who isthe utterly reliable One who guidesus

KIDS MM IT isthe group that coordinatesthe kid's portion of TRUENORTH. If you have an

intereg in children's minigtry, join usat our next gathering at Pasor Duval'son Thursday, March

9, 7 pm at Pagor'splace. (Our thanks to, KRISTIN S AVIK for the February ssgment on
cooking.)

MARCH YOUTH NBWS

The Snior High Youth are beginning to focustheir thoughtson Misdon '06! Misson trips are unforgettable
experiencesin which our faith is gretched and our lives changed forever. They have become a hallmark of our
high school minigry here at Word Of Hope. We've seen God d o some incredible thingsin the lives of our high
shool gudentswho aacept the challenge of being a part of one of these misson project teams. Over the past
five yearsweve been to rural Missssppi, Indianapolis, Ohio, our own hometown and Georgia. If any of you
have had the opp ortunity to hear or see reportsor videos of our trips, you have witnessed the impact they
make. We're looking forward to seeing the tradition continue. I'm excited about the possbilities God has
allowed our gudentsto be a part of, and | believe thistrip will change the lives of our team memberslike no
other trip has. Thank you for your supp ort of thisminigry and thismisson. Please keep our young people in
your prayersasthey prepare for this giritual journey.

Saturday, March 4t — Kid’sNite Out! IT'SGREEN NITE!! Wear green, be green, whatever you can imagine!

Well have the camera ready for some great GREEN shotd! Remember, 2Green isthe color of growing thingd®
Come and see what's GROWING at WOH! There will be plenty of fun with green donuts(on a gring), green
ice cream... and much more!! The fun beginsat 5:00! Bring your friends and we'l see you therel!

unday, March 5t — YOUTH TEAM M EETSAT NOON!! Thiswill be the fira meeting for those adults and
youth who are intereged in serving as supp ortersfor the youth minigry. We will discussour plansfor carrying
out those goalsand ideas st forth at our braingorming sesson in December.

Friday, March 17th We©ve been invited for an evening of bowling with Faith, Hope and Gethsemane Lutheran!!
Welll meet at WOHat 9:00pm for some games and snacksthen travel to Winchester for some great group
bowling!! We have the lanesfrom 11:45-1:45, and we will have some fun bowling thingsto do! Cog should be
about $12 (to include pizza). Mark your calendar so you won®©t missthisjoint event!

Saturday, March 25t — IT'SA SPRING FLING AND TALENT SHOW!! It'sthat wild and crazy night at WOH
when you jug don't know w hat to expect! The food will be great, and the after dinner entertainment isNOT
to be mised!! In for a one night app earance will be our own Red Green, the infamous Blue's brothers, and the
ever popular Von Welb'saswell asmany other surprisng and entertaining actd Bring your friendsand
neighbors and make your reservationsfor 6:30! It'san evening you WON'T want to misg!

THANK YOU!! The ‘Bread for Life' on Souper Bowl Sunday w as a great sucesswith $150 raised and matched
by Thrivent for a total of $300! We are happy to be able to share this generosty with the Sulfire and Care
Team minigries Thank you all for your generosty!




JANUARY CHURCH COUNCIL
The newly elected Church Council met for the firg time at our annual orientation and
planning retreat at 2Faith House® here in Lexington. (Our thanksto Faith Lutheran
Church for making that facility available to us)

We had a great 2exit interview® conversation with outgoi ng council members, MISTI
DRURY and JOHN SCHULTZ. They both noted the value of the council experience in
their own faith lives and the development of the council itself in the time that they have
been part of it. They also commented on posdtive changesin the life of the congregation
aswell asthe need for the council to keep important issieslike 2urgency® in mind. We
certainly appreciate all of their effortsin faithful service.

We welcomed incoming members JOANNA CARANGH.O, JOHN MCMULLEN &

JENNIFER POLNISCH and went to work on orientation, braingorming, planning, and

some current @business® items. Timesfor Bible sudy, worship, prayer, and informal conversation made for a
very rich experience. Among the formal matters, officerswere elected: JOHN MCMULLEN, Presdent; DAWN
WEBB, Vice Presdent; EVY OKERSTROM, Financial Secretary. Other areas of regponsbility were reviewed but
council assgnmentswere tabled.

At our regularly scheduled meeting on February 12, we began with a meal and informal Bible sudy/discusson
of A Passonate Lifeb a book we expect will be a resource to our council work thisyear. The official meeting
garted with prayer and went through the aceptance of minutes, financial reports, Pagor's overview, etc.
DONNA VERHOEVEN was enthusadically affirmed asour treasurer and MARJORIE FLORA welcomed as our
recording secretary. KRISTIN S AVIK & JENNIFER POLNISCH are looking at how they might divide up areas of
intereg in Building/ Grounds and Education, but we'll need more time to refine council assgnments.

Council concentrated on 20" anniversary celebration plansfor Sunday, March 19. Herald-Leader sportswriter
MARK MALONEY will be our keynote speaker. He hasa great sgory to tell of personal faithfulnessin following
Jesus and will reflect on what the 20" may mean for our congregational sory of faith. Well have a catered
meal and special musc details. Well also have commemorative items.

We noted the great work of the Vison Team and the newly formed Membership Team. These are exciting
timesin the congregation and we invite all to come catch the spirit; PRAY/Z THE LORD!

Our next informal gathering will be on Tuesday, March 7, 6:30 pm at which time we'll double-check all the
detailsfor the 20" The next formal meeting will be at noon on March 26. All are invited to join these
gatheringsb egpecially the Bible sudy and discusson timesD great exercise time for the Body of Chrig.

M3TOURWEB STE W W WORDOFRHOPECHURCH. C OM

PEOPLE
WEWHBCOME ZACH EARNEST HOME Hismedical discharge from the Marines has come through and we are
glad to have him back among us. Thanksfor your great devotion, ZACH!

BILLDUVAL & BLIZABETH GLENN would like to thank WOH Folksfor the reception in celebration of their
(then up-coming) wedding. Well also congratulate them at the same time. By the time you read this (after
March 4), their marriage should be a done dealP at lead, that'sthe plan.) God'sblessng on their life tog ether.

Please be on the loo kout for things of interes and inspiration for use in the newdetter; or write
something yourself for THEVIEW FROM THE PBV. Remember, the newdetter will only ever be
asgood asthe articlesand announcementswe all provide.

THRIVENT NEWS
Our new church co-ordinatorsfor Thrivent are MBELIS®\ MCDONALD, MARILYN WASHKUHN, and BOB
LIPINI. We will be receiving $1,300 thisyear again. If anyone hasa reques for findsor any questionsthey




can contact MELIS®\ at 296-8725. Also, we're trying to update our records of current members of the conger -
gation. If you are a member, please call so that our WOH liging iscomplete. Thanks much.

WEKLY OPRORTUNITIESFOR FAITH GROWTH
"Bible Bascs'® Sunday nights, 6:30 - 8 pm. Learn about the Bible & share in youths faith development

LIVETHEFAITH, our small care group which usually meetson Wednesdays, 7-8 pm, isbeing rolled into the
midweek Lenten worship series  Join usfor a quiet time of worship and contemplation.

LIFELINEisour Sunday morning, between-worship-services, small group that'snow talking about 2Serving.°
aWe are dmply God's ®rvants....Each one of usdoesthe work which the Lord gave him to do: | planted the
sed, Apolloswatered the plant, but it was God who made the plant grow.° B | Corinthians 3:5-6

A PAUE THAT REFRESHES

Each weekday, we snd out a brief devotional reading by e-mail. If you would like to have alook, send a note
to TADWrigd5@cscom and well send one your way.

NEED A COMPUTER?
(Used, that is) KNOW SOMEONEIN NEBD?Weve got some older modelswith plenty of electrons gill in
themb ideal for e-mail/word processng. Let usknow if youd like to get in the drawing. DEADLINE 3/12

OULFRENEWS
We had sucesdul tripsdowntown with groups of 9x on January 22 and then sxteen on Feb 12t. We pas®d
out health kits, food, and clothing to about 40 people. Thanksto all who went, all who donate so generoudy,
and DARLENE TAYLOR and THE YOUTH for asembling the health and food kits. We look forward to
continuing our outreach on Sunday, March 26. SOULFRE isan effort to hand out personal hygiene kits,
scarves, hats and other itemsto the homelessof Lexington. If youd like to help/know more, call RICHARD
SAUNDERS(272-5693) MELISA MCDONALD (296-8725) or the church (272-8515)

2006 FLOWER & SANCTUARY CANDLE CHARTS
If you would like to dgn up to provide flowersor the sanctuary candle for a given Sunday, see the charts poged
on the bulletin board in theentryway. (THECOST OF HOWERSIS$25; CANDLE $5/ Sunday) You may do
either in memory of someone or to honor a person or event. It will be acknowledged in the bulletin. Smply fill
out the information on the charts

CARE TEAM
The Care Team isa group of folkswho try to care for the needs of our church family aswell as members of the
community who are hurting. We invite you to join usat our next meeting: Tuesday, March 14 at 7:00 p.m. at
Colleen Black©s home. Please call Colleen at 223877 for more information or for directions

FINANCIAL PEACE

The Dave Ramsey Financial Peace Univerdty course iswell underway and will continue to meet on Monday
nightsthrough the beginning of May. If you are hearinggood things about the gatheringand would like to be
included in posdble future plans, jug let usknow. We'll gart a lig. (272-8515)




