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We’'ll have our own “Mardi Gras” gathering at church
We’'ll have a pancake supper and some entertainment
observance of Lent. (A Thrivent matching funds gra
to provide kitchen supplies.)
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you up with a brush!)

Our next WOH Work Day is February 10 beginning at 9 am. We will be trimming the parking lot
hedges and the Rose of Sharons. There's a little s omething for everyone! Come out and join
us! (We still have some inside trim paint to finis h too!) And don't forget our future work
dates:

March 10: We will clean-up and paint the fellows hip hall.

April 14: We will work on the islands. This wil | be a HUGE job and lots of workers will
be needed!

Sunday, Feb.5 '™ — SUPER BOWL PARTY TIME!!l  The fun begins at 5 pm for
our Middle School and Senior High Youth and friends . We’ll bring
canned and boxed food items to build a “tower of po wer” to fight
hunger in our neighborhood as well as toiletries an d snack items or
our Soulfire Ministry. What a great way to celebra te! Be sure to
bri ng your favorite snack, drink and game, and, of course, we’ll watch
some football too!

Saturday, Feb.10 th we’ll be joining the WOH WORK DAY at 9:00 am.
Bring your garden gloves, rakes and all the muscle you can muster!

Sunday, Feb. 11 th at NOON - TIME FOR LUNCH!! We'll meet after second
service and head out for some good food and fellows hip. Invite a
friend to come along! (Adults are welcome to join i n')

Saturday, Feb. 17 from 5-9pm! We’ll have more fun than you can
imagine!! There will be tons of games, food and as many friends as
you can bring !! DON'T MISS OUT ON THE FUN!

The Senior High Youth are beginning to focus their thoughts on Mission '07!
Mission trips are unforgettable experiences in whic h our faith is stretched
and our lives changed forever.(Just ask some of our youth or adults who have
participated in the past.) They have become a hall mark of our high school
ministry here at Word of Hope. We've seen God do s ome incredible things in
the lives of our high school students who accept th e challenge of being a
part of one of these mission project teams. Overt he past six years we've
been to rural Mississippi, Indianapolis, Ohio, our own hometown, Georgia and
the Gulf Coast of Mississippi following Hurricane K atrina. If any of you
have had the opportunity to hear or see reports or videos of our trips, you
have witnessed the impact they make. We’'re looking forward to seeing the
tradition continue. I'm excited about the possibil ities God has allowed our
students to b a part of, and | believe this trip wi Il continue that change

in the lives of our team members like all our other trips have. Thank you

...Is responsible for the month to month implementati on of the Vision Statement and for

scanning the horizon for new opportunities. We’'ll meet from 8-9 am (new time! ) on Thursday,
February 15 at the ROC Café at Immanuel Baptist Chu rch on Tates Creek Rd—we can get a great
breakfast cheap while we pray and seek the path God puts before us as a congregation. This

is open to all who have a love for God’s work in an d through this community of faith.

KID'S SAFE POLICY UPDATE: PASTOR DUVAL, KELLY METZLER, JENNIFER AND DENISE P  OLNISCH, AND

KRISTIN SLAVIK met and further discussed the next steps for our K id's Safe Policy. There
are some new things that we will be implementing in the next few months to help our kid's

stay safer, so keep an eye out for updates! We wil | be meeting again this month to discuss
the written Kid's Safe Policy--Keep an eye on the w eekly news sheet for the date! Remember

NO YOUTH FUNCTION WILL TAKE PLACE UNLESS THERE ARE TWO ADULTS IN ATTENDANCE. We invite



everyone to make WOH a SAFE Place of Grace. Watch the weekly sheet for the time & date of

our next gathering—especially if you love working w ith kids or care about children.
This year's VBC program is the week of August 5 - 1 0. We are looking for 1 - 2 people who
would be willing to learn the ropes and be co-leade rs. Interested? Curious? Please

contact JENNIFER POLNISCH at 231-7119 or japsigns@juno.com

On the weekend of February 16-18, our confirmands w ill be on a retreat with other Lexington
Lutheran youth at the Aldersgate Retreat Center, Ra venna, KY. This is always a great event.
Ask them about it when they return. They are, TONY CONCEPCION, JOE MCMULLEN, ANDREA &

MICHELLE OHNESORGE, RYAN VANNOY, JACE WARD, MOLLY WTSON, & MARY WEBB.

The Care Team will meet on Tuesday, Feb 13 th at 7pm at JULIE MCEWENS. The Care
Team of the congregation helps coordinate support f or folks in time of need as

well as confidential material assistance. One of o ur most visible efforts is

the “Abundance Box” in which we collect food brough t by WOH folks and then
distribute it to those in need. If you are interest ed in being a part of the

Care Team you are welcome to join us, and if you ha ve a concern or know of
someone who wishes to have the Care Team’s assistan ce, please get in touch with
COLLEEN BLACK, JULIE McEWEN or PASTOR DUVAL. If you need directions or more
information about the Care Team, please call JULIE at (552-0062). And, by way
of expanding the spirit of what we do, we urge each person to make a phone call

to someone in need of an encouraging word.

The cold weather is upon us, and our SoulFire minis try is in full swing! We
have some pre-packaged foods, personal care items, gloves, mittens and hats,
but more will be needed before our next outing! Yo u can find a list of needed
items in the entry at church as well as directions for making knit hats.
SoulFire will head out in February so watch the wee kly sheet for details! For
more information contact MELISSA McDONALD (themacdonalds@insightbb.com ) or
RICHARD SAUNDERS( 272-5693 or levi9266@alltel.net .) If you have never been
a part of the SoulFire ministry you are welcome to join us, and we hope you
will share our enthusiasm for this incredible ventu re!
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presenter. Join us for stimulating conversation abo ut faith and daily life.

Pastor Thom Duval: 272-8515
Office times: Monday- Friday 7:30am-10:30am

Thank you for your continued use of the “re-loadabl e” Kroger gift cards! The church

receives a 4% rebate for all purchases for which th e cards are used—a nice extra. Please

continue to use the rechargeable Kroger Gift Cards as well as your Meijers Community Reward

Cards: both help supplement our church income. See Pr Duval for details.
TRUE NORTHis our Sunday morning faith development time for e veryone ,
a learning place of grace for God's children of all ages. It reminds
us of the need to guide our lives by Jesus Christ w ho is the utterly
reliable One who guides us. As always, children AN D adults begin in
the sanctuary at 9:30 with a brief devotional and t hen go their

separate ways




Adults are then invited to join in the “Live the Fa ith” group where there’s

always a lively discussion on topics we can all rel ate to. Pastor Duval is

our conversation instigator.

KIDS SUMMIT is the group that coordinates the kid's portion of TRUE NORTH. If
you have an interest in children’s ministry, please join us at our next

gathering and, in the mean time, have a chat with JENNIFER POLNISCH (231-7119)

or KRISTIN SLAVIK (223-2700) for more information.

We give thanks for the safety of CHARLOTTE MARY WON#& the birth of GRIFFIN .
Thanks be to God. And congratulations to proud gr andparents, CHARLOTTE &
VICTOR.

We celebrated the Baptism of CALEB DANIEL VALLEJO, son of BECKY & SERGIO, and

grandson of DALE & SCHARLENE AUSTIN. We rejoice to receive a new member of
the community of faith.

We are pleased to report that DARLENE TAYLORcame through her back surgery and

is on the mend at home. We look forward to your fu [l return.

We have tentatively set aside Sunday, March 18 for a newcomers lunch/reception
(@noon-3 pm.) If you'd like to know more about WOH or what membership

involves, we invite you to join us—even if you're “ just looking.”

The list of great folks continues. We got some sug gestions off of our request
last month. Here’s to COLLEEN BLACK for her work behind the scenes with

financial matters. She & JULIE MCEWEN & many others do a whale of a job with

the Care Team. And then there are youth workers: CRYSTAL MCMULLEN, DENISE

POLNISCH, & DARLENE TAYLOR. And how about KAREN POLNISCH who so faithfully
cleans the Communion linens every week!!

We are very grateful for those who worked to make CHRISTMAS ASSISTANCE happen
at WOH again in 2006, COLLEEN BLACK, CHARLOTTE WONG, and all those who shared
gifts, wrapped and delivered. Our thanks to MELISSA Mc DONALD, RICHARD
SAUNDERS and CAROLYN OHNESORGE and HER CREWho arranged for the countless

gifts of food, clothing and personal hygiene bags t o the homeless in our

community and also to OUR YOUTHwho have given of their time to assemble and

deliver those bags, to BOB & SUE COOK, DERRICK BROWN, TOBY EASTER, MARJORIE
FLORO, MIKE KLEINPETER, JULIE MCEWEN, RICHARD SAUND ERS, ROB MOORE, RANDALL
WRIGHT, DAVE OHNESORGE, WAYNE & ANNETTE FRAZER, JUDf WHITEHEAD and TOM MESSNER
for faithfully serving on the member ship team and providing a warm greeting

to all those who worship at WOH.

And now here’s your part in this: call (272-8515) and give us the name of
your favorite Unsung Hero at Word of Hope. We’'ll m ake sure we get them into
the next newsletter. It's really worth savoring al | the people through whom
great things come to us in this place of amazing gr ace.
n
The Council met on Sunday, January 7, beginning at noon. Pastor
opened with a prayer and then led our discussion of an article that
helps church leaders get a handle on how congregati ons deal with
anxiety. The one bit of encouragement Jesus repeat s most often is
“Fear not. Do not be afraid. Do not be anxious” a nd yet life is
so full of anxiety, we can’t help but bring it to t he life of the
community with us. (Leaving no wonder WHY Jesus re peated that so
often.) Even (and especially) healthy congregation s have a normal <
level of anxiety that comes from trying to be faith ful in following
Jesus. “Pick up your cross and follow me” can cert ainly raise
concerns as Jesus moves us out of our comfort zone. Acknowledging
the presence of healthy anxiety is a useful first s tep, but going deeper in
trusting Jesus and his presence with us at all time s is the greater challenge.

Good conversation. Come join us.



The rest of the meeting was spent in reviewing the
for the annual meeting—except this year we are thri

finished the year @ $6,500 IN THE BLACK

forward. We look forward to a new year of challeng

Prayer
_____ Take 1 minute
each day to pray for
1 person that you
feel a calling to
pray for
_____ Set aside a
regular time for
prayer each day
_____ Start and keep
a prayer journal
_____ Instead of the
usual prayer at
mealtimes, take turns
doing original
prayers
Worship

_____ Attend worship
each Sunday in Lent
_____ Agree to do a
faith moment
_____ Volunteer to
read lesson, be
communion assistant
or usher
_____ Attend midweek
Lenten services
_____ Attend all 3
Holy Week services:
Maundy Thursday, Good
Friday, Easter Vigil

Read the Bible
_____ Choose one of
the gospels and
commit to reading the
whole thing during
Lent

usual reports and preparing
lled to note that we

Vacation Bible School plans are going
ing discipleship.
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_____ Read the Words
of Hope e-mail
devotional daily
_____ Pick 1 Bible
verse a week and
memorize it
_____ Get Lenten
devotional book and
use daily
Service

_____ Take an
internet spiritual
gifts survey—share
results with someone
you trust
_____ Do yard
work/home repairs for
someone who needs
help
_____ Cook a meal and
deliver it to someone
who is having a
difficult time
_____ Send a card to
someone who needs a
word of hope
_____ Volunteer for a
WOH team for which
you are feeling God’s
nudging to join

Relationship Building
_____ Join a small
group at Word of Hope
_____ Turn off
TV/computer and spend
1 evening a week
having a game night

_____ Invite a friend
to an event at church
_____ Call a friend
who is having a
difficult time and
truly listen to them
Giving
_____ Give up
something for Lent
and give the money
saved to “get and
give”
_____ Fast for a day
and give the money to
world hunger
_____ Try your hand
at tithing; just for
Lent, give the first
10% of your income

I commit to doing the
above checked items
for the 40 days of
Lent.

~ (Signed. Keep a
copy, give one to a
friend—and talk about

it)






