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Wouldn’t you know.  The church computer went down o n exactly January 15.  Can you 
believe it?  It had to crash then.  That particular  date probably doesn’t mean much 
to most folks but for those who have anything to do  with the monthly rhythm of life 
in a congregation, there’s the realization that tha t’s usually about the time when 
work on the next month’s newsletter is in full swin g.  And important as computers 
are to the production of these materials, having on e go down at that time is not 
good news.  But it can be a reminder. 
 

After the initial wave of desperation passed I coul dn’t help but think that 
glitches like this force us back to what really mat ters.  God is on the job.  The 
One who neither slumbers nor sleeps doesn’t do brea ks.  God is still sustaining 
people through their sadness and terror; still shie lding the joyous and the 
protector of the weak.  God is about the business o f holding our feet to the fire 
when we’re headed off in the wrong direction.  God is semper fi even when electrons 
refuse to march in proper formation.  The God Jesus  called “Abba, Father, Daddy” is 
ever the watchful one; and if his eye is on the spa rrow, he’s still well aware of 
what bedevils me. From now on, computers will be an  undeniable part of 
congregational life but they will never be that imp ortant; and their malfunction 
will never touch what really counts.  
 

I also realized something else.  Much as I’m commit ted to plenteous, good 
communication within the congregation and for those  in the wider world, (ever hear 
a complaint among church goers that “the church pro vides us with TOO MUCH 
information?”  Me neither), this style of communica tion will never replace what 
else lies at the heart of what we’re all about.  It  will never replace the people.  
It will never replace the people-to-people communic ation of the Good News. 
 

 “For God so loved the WORLD…” Jesus said in his mo st famous quote but he wasn’t 
primarily talking about fields and trees, oceans an d mountains (although, he no 
doubt included them too.)  He was talking about peo ple.  And people gathered 
together by God’s good word as spread from one hurt ing soul to another is the real 
business of the church.  Talking, worshipping, cari ng—all of us together; that’s 
the church.  Computers, copiers, phones, books, Pow er Point, musical instruments, 
and a whole lot of other really intriguing STUFF wi ll support the process, but it 
will never take the place of the person who dares t o look someone else in the eye 
and say, “This is Father’s world and there’s a plac e here for you.”  Even the 
seemingly meaningless nonsense of life cannot shout  down the affirmation: “He is 
the ruler yet.” 
 

Obviously, the computer is f ixed.  After al l ,  I ’m t yping this on it .   
(Thanks, Alex.)  But at least every once in a while  we need the reali ty 
check.  What matters.  What doesn’t.  What lasts.  What counts.  WHO 
cares.  PRAY/Z THE LORD!! �
�
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We will gather for worship on Ash Wednesday, Februa ry 21, at 7 pm.  This day marks the 
beginning of Lent, a season in the church year when  the focus is on deepening our 
relationship with God.  The worship is rich, unique , and moving.  All are welcome.  Bring a 
friend! (And, that we may grow in our life with God , we are offering a “worksheet” on page 
7.) 
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…is avai lable in the entryway.  Use this as part  of  your Lenten ref lect ion each 
day.   
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On the Wednesdays of  Lent,  we are gather ing at  7 pm  for ref lect ive worship and 
quiet  conversat ion.   This wi l l  be the more publ ic s ide of  our Lenten excel lent  
adventure/ fa i th walk.   Al l  are welcome.  Br ing a f r i � � � � �
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We’l l  have our own “Mardi  Gras” gather ing at  church  on TUESDAY, Feb 20,  6 pm .  
We’ l l  have a pancake supper and some entertainment before we head into the 
observance of  Lent.   (A Thr ivent matching funds gra nt appl ied for  up to $150 
to provide ki tchen suppl ies.)  
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Saturday, Feb 17 from 5-9pm!   We’ l l  have more fun than you can imagine!!   There  
wi l l  be tons of  games, food and as many fr iends as you can br ing ! !  DON’T MISS 
OUT ON THE FUN!  ( BOB COOK :  327-3796 coordinates and we’ l l  need one more adul t  
to stay around and help!)  
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The Bloodmobile will be at WOH on Sunday, March 11.   Mark your calendar now so that you can 
“Share the gift of life” as part of your Lenten obs ervance this year!  
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On Saturday, Feb 10, the men of  the congregat ion wi l l  meet at  the church for  
breakfast-- food arrangements to be announced (watch  the weekly sheet)   I t ’s  a 
great t ime to gather,  get  to know each other,  and g rab a meal.  Contact  FRANK 
ADAMS at Daddo99@hotmai lc.com for more informat ion.  PLAN TO BRING A FRIEND! �
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O Christ ,  You take upon yoursel f  a l l  our burdens so  that ,  f reed of  a l l  that  
weighs us down, we can constant ly begin anew to wal k wi th l ightened step, f rom 
worry towards t rust ing,  f rom the shadows towards th e c lear f lowing waters,  
f rom our own wi l l  towards the v is ion of  the coming Kingdom.  And then we know, 
though we hardly dared hope so, that  you of fer  to m ake every human being a 
ref lect ion of  your face.  Amen                  —Ro ger Schul tz �
�

�����
������������������
������������������
������������������
�������������� ���
We need a few people to take down the garbage cans on Thursday and bring them back up on 
Friday.  If we could get 3-4 people, we could rotat e this job every month or so. We also 
need a few volunteers who are willing to change the  filters on a regular basis.  Same as 
above, if we could get a couple people that would b e great. Please contact JENNIFER POLNISCH 
at 231-7119 or japsigns@juno.com . 
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On Sunday, February 11, for our between-the-worship -services adult gathering (9:30-10:30), 
Doug Roederer and Meka Davis will be at Word Of Hop e to talk about their work with Lutheran 
Disaster Relief in the Gulf Coast area and how we m ight participate in an adult mission trip 
there.  This will be an excellent presentation from  great hands-on experience. All are 
invited. 
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Our unique, combined “Worship & Annual” congregatio nal meeting was held on Sunday, January 
21.  In the renewal of Baptismal vows, we re-dedica ted ourselves to God’s new future for 
Word of Hope.   In the midst of worship, a renewal to the work of the church and Bible 
study, we received the annual reports, (copies stil l available in the entryway), elected 
council members, and passed the 2007 budget.  BY THE WAY, DID YOU KNOW WE FINISHED 2006 WITH 
$6,500 IN THE BLACK!!  We also continued to explore the next steps in imp lementing our 
Vision statement as God guides us. We look forward with great anticipation to all that He 
has in store  for this Body of Christ in the coming year.    Our  THANKS to outgoing church 
council members:  JOANNA CARANGELO, EVY OKERSTROM, & DONNA VERHOEVEN, and WELCOME to new 
council members: BOB COOK, JERRY MCEWEN, CAROLYN OHNESORGE, & TINA VANNOY. 

����������
������������
������������
������������
��� ���
Our thanks to everyone who came out in January to h elp paint trim and do 
some other necessary work: Painters: PAUL STRATTON; ZAC DUVAL; JOHN, 
KAREN, JENNIFER, & DENISE POLNISCH ; Plumbing repairs: TOBY EASTER; 
Electrical work : BOB LIPINSKI ; and light replacement / general cleaning of 
fellowship hall ceiling: PASTOR DUVAL.  We were able to complete the trim 
paint in the Sanctuary and Narthex, but we still ha ve the trim in the 
education wing to paint.  (HINT HINT, HINT—got some  time, we  can hook 



you up with a brush!)  
 
 

Our next WOH Work Day is February 10 beginning at 9  am.  We will be trimming the parking lot 
hedges and the Rose of Sharons.  There's a little s omething for everyone!  Come out and join 
us!  (We still have some inside trim paint to finis h too!)  And don’t forget our future work 
dates:  
   March 10: We will clean-up and paint the fellows hip hall. 
   April 14: We will work on the islands.  This wil l be a HUGE job and lots of workers will 
be needed!  
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…is responsible for the month to month implementati on of the Vision Statement and for 
scanning the horizon for new opportunities.  We’ll meet from 8-9 am (new time! ) on Thursday, 
February 15 at the ROC Café at Immanuel Baptist Chu rch on Tates Creek Rd—we can get a great 
breakfast cheap while we pray and seek the path God  puts before us as a congregation.   This 
is open to all who have a love for God’s work in an d through this community of faith.  
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KID'S SAFE POLICY UPDATE:  PASTOR DUVAL, KELLY METZLER, JENNIFER AND DENISE P OLNISCH, AND 
KRISTIN SLAVIK  met and further discussed the next steps for our K id's Safe Policy.  There 
are some new things that we will be implementing in  the next few months to help our kid's 
stay safer, so keep an eye out for updates!  We wil l be meeting again this month to discuss 
the written Kid's Safe Policy--Keep an eye on the w eekly news sheet for the date!  Remember 
NO YOUTH FUNCTION WILL TAKE PLACE UNLESS THERE ARE TWO ADULTS IN ATTENDANCE. We invite 
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Sunday, Feb.5 t h  – SUPER BOWL PARTY TIME!!!  The fun begins at 5 pm for 
our Middle School and Senior High Youth and fr iends .  We’l l  bring 
canned and boxed food items to build a “tower of po wer” to f ight 
hunger in our neighborhood as well as toi letr ies an d snack items or 
our Soulf ire Ministry.  What a great way to celebra te!  Be sure to 
bri ng your favorite snack, drink and game,  and, of course, we’l l  watch 
some football  too! 
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Saturday, Feb.10 t h   We’l l  be joining the WOH WORK DAY  at 9:00 am. 
Bring your garden gloves, rakes and al l  the muscle you can muster! �
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Sunday, Feb. 11 t h  at NOON - TIME FOR LUNCH!!   We’l l  meet after second 
service and head out for some good food and fel lows hip. Invite a 
fr iend to come along! (Adults are welcome to join i n!) 
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Saturday, Feb. 17 from 5-9pm!   We’l l  have more fun than you can 
imagine!!  There wil l  be tons of games, food and as  many fr iends as 
you can bring !! DON’T MISS OUT ON THE FUN!  
 
The Senior High Youth are beginning to focus their  thoughts on Mission ’07!  
Mission t r ips are unforgettable exper iences in whic h our fa i th is stretched 
and our l ives changed forever.(Just  ask some of  our  youth or adul ts who have 
part ic ipated in the past.)   They have become a hal l mark of  our high school  
ministry here at  Word of  Hope.  We’ve seen God do s ome incredible th ings in 
the l ives of  our high school  students who accept th e chal lenge of  being a 
part  of  one of  these mission project  teams.  Over t he past s ix years we’ve 
been to rural  Mississippi ,  Indianapol is,  Ohio,  our own hometown, Georgia and 
the Gulf  Coast of  Mississippi  fo l lowing Hurr icane K atr ina.   I f  any of  you 
have had the opportuni ty to hear or see reports or v ideos of  our t r ips,  you 
have witnessed the impact they make.  We’re looking  forward to seeing the 
t radi t ion cont inue.  I ’m exci ted about the possibi l i t ies God has al lowed our 
students to b a part  of ,  and I  bel ieve this t r ip wi l l  cont inue that change 
in the l ives of  our team members l ike al l  our other  t r ips have.  Thank you 



everyone to make WOH a SAFE Place of Grace.  Watch the weekly sheet for the time & date of 
our next gathering—especially if you love working w ith kids or care about children.  
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This year's VBC program is the week of August 5 - 1 0.  We are looking for 1 - 2 people who 
would be willing to learn the ropes and be co-leade rs.  Interested?  Curious?  Please 
contact JENNIFER POLNISCH at 231-7119 or japsigns@juno.com  
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On the weekend of February 16-18, our confirmands w ill be on a retreat with other Lexington 
Lutheran youth at the Aldersgate Retreat Center, Ra venna, KY.  This is always a great event.  
Ask them about it when they return.  They are, TONY CONCEPCION, JOE MCMULLEN, ANDREA & 
MICHELLE OHNESORGE, RYAN VANNOY, JACE WARD, MOLLY WATSON, & MARY WEBB. 
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The Care Team wi l l  meet on Tuesday, Feb 13 t h  at  7pm at JULIE MCEWEN’s.  The Care 
Team of the congregat ion helps coordinate support  f or  fo lks in t ime of  need as 
wel l  as conf ident ia l  mater ia l  assistance.  One of  o ur most v is ib le ef for ts is 
the “Abundance Box” in which we col lect  food brough t by WOH folks and then 
distr ibute i t  to those in need. I f  you are interest ed in being a part  of  the 
Care Team you are welcome to jo in us,  and i f  you ha ve a concern or know of 
someone who wishes to have the Care Team’s assistan ce, please get in touch with 
COLLEEN BLACK, JULIE McEWEN or PASTOR DUVAL.  I f  you need direct ions or more 
informat ion about the Care Team, please cal l  JULIE at  (552-0062).  And, by way 
of  expanding the spir i t  of  what we do, we urge each  person to make a phone cal l  
to someone in need of  an encouraging word.   

 

�������������������������������� ����
The cold weather is upon us,  and our SoulFire minis try is in fu l l  swing! We 
have some pre-packaged foods, personal  care i tems, gloves, mit tens and hats,  
but  more wi l l  be needed before our next out ing!   Yo u can f ind a l is t  of  needed 
i tems in the entry at  church as wel l  as direct ions for  making kni t  hats.  
SoulFire wi l l  head out in February so watch the wee kly sheet for  detai ls!   For 
more informat ion contact  MELISSA McDONALD (themacdonalds@insightbb.com ) or 
RICHARD SAUNDERS ( 272-5693 or levi9266@al l te l .net . )    I f  you have never been 
a part  of  the SoulFire ministry you are welcome to jo in us,  and we hope you 
wi l l  share our enthusiasm for th is incredible ventu re!   
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p resenter .  Jo in  us  fo r  s t imu la t ing  conversat ion  abo ut  fa i th  and da i ly  l i fe . �
�

 Pastor Thom Duval: 272-8515  
 Office times: Monday- Friday  7:30am-10:30am  
�
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Thank you for your continued use of the “re-loadabl e” Kroger gift cards!   The church 
receives a 4% rebate for all purchases for which th e cards are used—a nice extra.  Please 
continue to use the rechargeable Kroger Gift Cards as well as your Meijers Community Reward 
Cards: both help supplement our church income.  See Pr Duval  for details.  
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TRUE NORTH is our Sunday morning fai th development t ime for e veryone , 
a learning place of  grace for God’s chi ldren of  a l l  ages.   I t  reminds 
us of  the need to guide our l ives by Jesus Chr ist  w ho is the ut ter ly 
rel iable One who guides us.   As always, chi ldren AN D adul ts begin in 
the sanctuary at  9:30 wi th a br ief  devot ional  and t hen go their  
separate ways  



 

Adults are then invi ted to jo in in the “Live the Fa i th”  group where there’s 
always a l ively discussion on topics we can al l  re l ate to.   Pastor Duval  is  
our conversat ion inst igator.  
 

KIDS SUMMIT  is the group that coordinates the k id ’s port ion of  TRUE NORTH.  I f  
you have an interest  in chi ldren’s ministry,  p lease  jo in us at  our next 
gather ing and, in the mean t ime, have a chat wi th JENNIFER POLNISCH (231-7119)  
or KRISTIN SLAVIK (223-2700) for  more informat ion.  
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We give thanks for  the safety of  CHARLOTTE MARY WONG at the bir th of  GRIFFIN  .  
Thanks be to God.   And congratulat ions to proud gr andparents,  CHARLOTTE & 
VICTOR.  
 

We celebrated the Bapt ism of CALEB DANIEL VALLEJO , son of  BECKY & SERGIO, and 
grandson of  DALE & SCHARLENE AUSTIN.  We rejoice to receive a new member of  
the community of  fa i th.   
 

We are pleased to report  that  DARLENE TAYLOR came through her back surgery and 
is on the mend at  home.  We look forward to your fu l l  return.   
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We have tentat ively set  aside Sunday, March 18 for a newcomers lunch/recept ion 
(@noon-3 pm.)  I f  you’d l ike to know more about WOH  or what membership 
involves,  we invi te you to jo in us—even i f  you’re “ just  looking.”  
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The l is t  of  great fo lks cont inues.  We got some sug gest ions of f  of  our request 
last  month.   Here’s to COLLEEN BLACK for her work behind the scenes with 
f inancial  matters.   She & JULIE MCEWEN & many others do a whale of  a job wi th 
the Care Team.  And then there are youth workers:  CRYSTAL MCMULLEN, DENISE 
POLNISCH, & DARLENE TAYLOR.  And how about KAREN POLNISCH who so fai thful ly 
c leans the Communion l inens every week!!  
 

We are very grateful  for  those who worked to make CHRISTMAS ASSISTANCE happen 
at  WOH again in 2006, COLLEEN BLACK, CHARLOTTE WONG, and al l  those who shared 
gi f ts,  wrapped and del ivered.  Our thanks to MELISSA Mc DONALD, RICHARD 
SAUNDERS and CAROLYN OHNESORGE and HER CREW who arranged for the count less 
gi f ts of  food, c lothing and personal  hygiene bags t o the homeless in our 
community and also to OUR YOUTH who have given of  their  t ime to assemble and 
del iver those bags, to BOB & SUE COOK, DERRICK BROWN, TOBY EASTER, MARJORI E 
FLORO, MIKE KLEINPETER, JULIE McEWEN, RICHARD SAUND ERS, ROB MOORE, RANDALL 
WRIGHT, DAVE OHNESORGE, WAYNE & ANNETTE FRAZER, JUDY WHITEHEAD and TOM MESSNER  
for  fa i thful ly serving on the member ship team and providing a warm greet ing 
to al l  those who worship at  WOH.  
 

And now here’s your part  in th is:   cal l  (272-8515) and give us the name of 
your favor i te Unsung Hero at  Word of  Hope.  We’ l l  m ake sure we get them into 
the next newslet ter .   I t ’s  real ly worth savor ing al l  the people through whom 
great th ings come to us in th is place of  amazing gr ace.  
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The Counci l  met on Sunday, January 7,  beginning at  noon.  Pastor 
opened with a prayer and then led our discussion of  an art ic le that  
helps church leaders get a handle on how congregat i ons deal  wi th 
anxiety.   The one bi t  of  encouragement Jesus repeat s most of ten is 
“Fear not.   Do not be afraid.   Do not be anxious” a nd yet l i fe is 
so fu l l  of  anxiety,  we can’ t  help but br ing i t  to t he l i fe of  the 
community wi th us.   (Leaving no wonder WHY Jesus re peated that so 
of ten.)   Even (and especial ly)  heal thy congregat ion s have a normal 
level  of  anxiety that  comes from try ing to be fai th ful  in fo l lowing 
Jesus.  “Pick up your cross and fol low me” can cert ainly raise 
concerns as Jesus moves us out of  our comfort  zone.   Acknowledging 
the presence of  heal thy anxiety is a useful  f i rst  s tep, but  going deeper in 
t rust ing Jesus and his presence with us at  a l l  t ime s is the greater chal lenge.  
Good conversat ion.   Come join us.  



 

The rest  of  the meet ing was spent in reviewing the usual  reports and prepar ing 
for  the annual  meet ing—except th is year we are thr i l led to note that  we 
f in ished the year @ $6,500 IN THE BLACK .  Vacat ion Bible School  p lans are going 
forward.   We look forward to a new year of  chal leng ing discipleship.  
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Prayer 
_____ Take 1 minute 
each day to pray for 
1 person that you 
feel a call ing to 
pray for 
_____ Set aside a 
regular t ime for 
prayer each day 
_____ Start and keep 
a prayer journal 
_____ Instead of the 
usual prayer at 
mealt imes, take turns 
doing original 
prayers 

Worship 
_____ Attend worship 
each Sunday in Lent 
_____ Agree to do a 
faith moment 
_____ Volunteer to 
read lesson, be 
communion assistant 
or usher 
_____ Attend midweek 
Lenten services 
_____ Attend al l  3 
Holy Week services: 
Maundy Thursday, Good 
Friday, Easter Vigi l  

Read the Bible 
_____ Choose one of 
the gospels and 
commit to reading the 
whole thing during 
Lent 

 
_____ Read the Words 
of Hope e-mail 
devotional daily 
_____ Pick 1 Bible 
verse a week and 
memorize it  
_____ Get Lenten 
devotional book and 
use daily  

Service 
_____ Take an 
internet spir i tual 
gifts survey—share 
results with someone 
you trust 
_____ Do yard 
work/home repairs for 
someone who needs 
help 
_____ Cook a meal and 
deliver i t  to someone 
who is having a 
diff icult t ime 
_____ Send a card to 
someone who needs a 
word of hope  
_____ Volunteer for a 
WOH team for which 
you are feeling God’s 
nudging to join 

Relationship Building 
_____ Join a small 
group at Word of Hope 
_____ Turn off 
TV/computer and spend 
1 evening a week 
having a game night 

 
_____ Invite a fr iend 
to an event at church 
_____ Call a fr iend 
who is having a 
diff icult t ime and 
truly l isten to them 

Giving 
_____ Give up 
something for Lent 
and give the money 
saved to “get and 
give” 
_____ Fast for a day 
and give the money to 
world hunger 
_____ Try your hand 
at t i thing; just for 
Lent, give the f irst 
10% of your income 
 
I commit to doing the 
above checked items 
for the 40 days of 
Lent.  
 
________________________
__ 

(Signed.  Keep a 
copy, give one to a 

fr iend—and talk about 
i t)



 


