I would like to express my deep gratitude to all wh
in prayer during my mother’s extended illness and r
for the prayers, cards, notes, flowers, words of en
gift of time to be with my parents—that truly was a
giving thanks. | certainly have experienced for my
receiving end of what our logo proclaims: Word Of
Thanks for your incredible generosity of spirit.

| find it unbelievably ironic (one of those God-inc
last month’s newsletter, | focused on the value /|
is worthy of our praise!
death and grief will not allow us to sugar coat tha
grieve as those who have no hope and it would be te
God'’s graciousness has been absent—when in fact jus
There were so many moments when the light of kindne
the darkness; all | can say is

It certainly is difficult to give our loved ones

0 kept my family so faithfully
ecent death. | am very grateful
couragement and the incredible
gift beyond all expressions of
self what it means to be on the
Hope, The Amazing Grace Place.
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up to

t experience. But we do not
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ss and connectedness broke into

God is worthy of our praise!

And as we close out this calendar year and | look b

experiences in the life of the congregation, | also

our praise! Life in community is never smooth, easy, trouble
never without its moments of disappointment and sad

wounded healers helping other wounded healers. But
other—we get a glimpse of our Great God who stands
encouragement and speaks the ever powerful Word of

is in our weakness. His hope for our disappointmen

heart. His steadfast commitment when we grow faint

So here’s my humble suggestion. If you're casting a
resolution to really breath life into your weekly r
be more diligent in worship. God is worthy of our praise!

ack on so many similar
have to say God is worthy of
and anxiety free;

ness. We're always a bunch of

through it all—and through each

behind each word of

life in Jesus Christ. His power

t. His love for our coldness of
God is worthy of our praise!

round for a new year’'s
outine, let me encourage you to
| would submit that the

more we practice the praise, the more we sense the
around us. The more we worship The Wonder, the mor
sheer, overpowering presence in even the most diffi

God is worthy of our praise!
privilege of being your pastor and | give thanks to
together in this community of faith. This really i

blessings which happen all
e we are staggered by God'’s
cult of circumstances.

And on my part, | am grateful again to you for the

God for all that we share
s The Amazing Grace Place.



Fall 2006 has been a very active time in our stewar dship

planning. We would strongly urge folks to fill out the interest
sheet on which they can indicate areas of ministry in which they
would like to be involved. On the financial front, 34 pledges
are in for a total of approximately $103,000. The a verage per
pledge is up from $2500 to $3000.
If you have not yet completed a pledge card there i s still time.
These can be placed in the container in the sanctua ry or given
to EVY OKERTROMrinancial Secretary. We invite you to continue
to look for ways to live the faith in the year to ¢ ome as

to God'’s call to action! We feel that God has ble ssed us and our

Vision Statement.

On Tuesday, January 9 ™ at7 pm, the Church Council is hosting an evening forum to
review the proposed budget for 2007. Bring your qu estions, concerns and
comments. We look forward to a great discussion. O ur President, JOHN McMCULLEN
will also be available to answer preliminary questi ons after both worship
services on Sunday, January 7 " the day that the official 2007 budget will be

available for the first time.

We need a few people to take down the garbage cans on Thursday and bring them
back up on Friday. If we could get 3-4 people, we could rotate this job every
month or so.

We also need a few volunteers who are willing to ch ange the filters on a regular
basis. Same as above, if we could get a couple peo ple that would be great.

Please contact JENNIFER POLNISCH at 231-7119 or japsigns@juno.com

Saturday, Jan. 20 5-9pm! It's an evening of crazy winter games (remember | ast
year?), pizza, hot chocolate with marshmallows and more fun than you can

imagine!! Invite your friends and neighbors — DON’ T MISS OUT ON THE FUN!' (  BOB
COOK: 327-3796)  will be in charge and we’ll need one more adult to stick around
and help!)

On Saturday, Jan 12 " the men of the congregation will meet at Bob Evan 's on New
Circle Road. It's a great time to gather, get to kn ow each other, and grab a

meal. Contact FRANK ADAM&t Daddo99@hotmailc.com for more information. PLAN TO

BRING A FRIEND!

We will have a "Ladies’ Night Out" at the Madd Pott er in the Landsdowne
Shops (Tates Creek Rd, near New Circle) coming up i n January. Watch
the weekly sheet for specific information. Bring a n appetizer to

share, or something to drink, and money to pay for whatever you

would like to paint. Prices start around $18 for a nice trivet,

plate, etc... please RSVP to Charlotte Wong at 273- 4403 or email
swimsong@insightbb.com by January 12th. See you th ere, it's lots

of fun and a wonderful fellowship opportunity!

Each weekday, we send out a brief devotional readin g by e-mail. If you would like
to have a look, send a note to TADWrigd5@cs.com and we’ll send one your way.




Thank you for your continued use of the “re-loadabl e” Kroger gift cards!

The church receives a 4% rebate for all purchases f or which the cards are used—a
nice extra.

Please continue to use the rechargeable Kroger Gift Cards as well as your
Meijers Community Reward Cards: both help supplemen t our church income. Contact

DARLENE TAYLORfor details.

..who have made this such a wonderful year at Word of Hope, especially to GAIL
CLAYTON, our faithful pianist; JOHN POLNISCH & RICHARD SAUNDERSor keeping up

the curb appeal of WOH,; MICHAEL & JULIE KLEINPETER & GLENDA EARNESTwho keep the
place spotless and inviting on the inside; GLENDA& then = DARLENE TAYLORor their
great work in the church office as well as BARBARA & FRANK ADAMS; JULIE McEWEN
for her gift of the logo and outreach effort; JILL WATSON and her weekly

dedication to the Altar Guild and Communion setup; KAREN POLNISCH for baking the
Communion bread ; KRISTIN SLAVIK, JENNIFER POLNISCH, KELLY METZLER, BOB & SUE COOK
& THE ENTIRE KIDS SUMMIT / TRUE NORTH GROUP for their utter dedication to

children’s ministry at WOH. Did you know LAURIE JOHNSON coordinates special

music for 8:15 worship and that CHARLOTTE WONghooses hymns? Or that CHUCK &
DAWN WEBBandle that for 10:45 worship? When was the last time you thanked

folks on CHURCH COUNCILor the VISION TEAM, PRAISE SINGERS/PRAISE BAND,
SOULFIRE, etc.? Do you have any idea how many great folks really contribute
behind-the-scenes time to make Word of Hope, The Am azing Grace Place!?! ltis

absolutely amazing to see the dedication and commit ment of so many great folks.

And now here’s your part in this: call (272-8515) and give us the
name of your favorite Unsung Hero at Word of Hope. We’ll make sure
we get them into the next newsletter. It's really worth savoring
all the people through whom great things come to us in this place of
amazing grace.

...is responsible for the month to month implementati on of the Vision Statement and

for scanning the horizon for new opportunities. We ‘I meet next from 7-9 am on
Thursday, January 18 ™ at the ROC Café at Immanuel Baptism Church on Tat es Creek
Rd—we can get a great breakfast cheap while we pray and seek the path God puts

before us as a congregation. This is open to all who have a love for God’'s work

in and through this community of faith.

The Care Team will meet on Tuesday, Jan 16 ™ at 7pm at Julie McEwen’s. The Care
Team of the congregation helps coordinate support f or folks in time of need as

well as confidential material assistance. One of o ur most visible efforts is the
“Abundance Box” in which we collect food brought by WOH folks and then distribute

it to those in need. If you are interested in being a part of the Care T eam you
are welcome to join us, and if you have a concern o r know of someone who wishes

to have the Care Team'’s assistance, please getint ouch with COLLEEN BLACK, JULIE
McEWEN or PASTOR DUVAL. If you need directions or more information about th e
Care Team, please call JULIE at (552-0062). And, by way of expanding the spirit

of what we do, we urge each person to make a phone call to someone in need of an
encouraging word.

The cold weather is upon us, and our SoulFire minis try is in full swing! We are

always in need of pre-packaged foods, personal care items, and clothing. You can



find a list of needed items in the entry at church
knitting hats. We also have the hat & mitten tree.
and mittens and hang them on the tree, then we will
will head out in January so watch the weekly sheet
information contact

MELISSA McDONALD (themacdonalds@insightbb.com

as well as directions for

You can bring in gloves, hats
distribute them. SoulFire

for details! For more

)or RICHARD

SAUNDERS( 272-5693 or levi9266 @alltel.net )
the SoulFire ministry you are welcome to join us, a
enthusiasm for this incredible venture!

How can you tell the difference between a job and a
merely have a job(s) in the church. Others are invo
all the difference in the world! How can you tell t
and a ministry?

... If you are doing it because no one else will, i
to serve the Lord, it's a ministry.

... If you're doing it just well enough to get by,
to the best of your ability, it's a ministry.

... If you'll do it only so long as it doesn't inte
it's a job. If you're committed to staying with it
of other things, it's a ministry.

... If you quit because no one praised you or thank
stay with it even though no one seems to notice, it

... If you do it because someone else said it needs
you are doing it because you are convinced it needs

... It's hard to get excited about a job. It's almo
excited about a ministry.

... If your concern is success, it's a job. If your
a ministry.

... People may say "well done" when you do your job
done" when you complete your ministry.

An average church is filled with people doing jobs.
people involved in ministry.

If God calls you to a ministry, for heaven's sake (

like a job. If you have a job in the church, give i

doesn't want us feeling stuck with a job, but excit

Him in a specific ministry. (Author unknown)

is the 15 " of each month. If you've got news to share, updat
team or “a view from the pew” please send it to TAD
dtaylormom5@aol.com. Darlene also coordinates the

you are planning an activity at the church, make su

There is a LOT going on here at Word of Hope, and e

ministry and outreach of our church!

If you have never been a part of

nd we hope you will share our

ministry? Some Christians
Ived in a ministry. There's
he difference between a job

t's a job. If you are doing it
it's a job. If you're doing it

rfere with other activities,
even when it means letting go

ed you, it was a job. If you
'S a ministry.

to be done, it's a job. If
to be done, it's a ministry.

st impossible not to get
concern is faithfulness, it's
. The Lord will say "well
A great church is filled with

literally), don't treat it
t up and find a ministry! God
ed, fulfilled and faithful to

es from your WOH
Wrig@cs.com or Darlene at
building use calendar, so if
re you get it on the calendar!
very event is important to the

YOUTH TO LUNCH
Time for lunch! Bring money to cover your appetit

Sunday, Jan, 7 ™at NOON!
invite a friend to come along! (Adults are welcome

e and
to join in!)




KID'S NITE OUT
It's an evening of crazy winter games (remember | ast

Saturday, Jan. 20 5-9pm!
year?), pizza, hot chocolate with marshmallows and
imagine!! Invite your friends and neighbors — DON’

more fun than you can
T MISS OUT ON THE FUN!

MIDDLE SCHOOL & SENIOR HIGH

Sunday, Jan.13 ™ We’'ll be joining the
brushes and show off your best painting gear as we
church!!

WOH WORK DAY at 9:00 am. Bring your paint

join the forces to spruce our

If you would like to sign up to provide flowers or

Sunday, see the charts posted on the bulletin board

IS $25; CANDLE $5/ Sunday) You may do either in mem
event. It will be acknowledged in the bulletin. Sim

charts.

the sanctuary candle for a given

in the entryway. (THE COST OF FLOWERS
ory of someone or to honor a person or

ply fill out the information on the

Word of Hope Church Council Report for December new sletter

Council met on November 5, 2006. Following a revie
projects, the discussion of the business meeting fo
year-end and the 2007 Budget and Annual Report. Be
process of budget review/work sessions. The congre
to attend one or all of these meeting to get inform
process.

Council vacancies are a priority focus for year-end
vacancies and two additional terms are ending with
four Council vacancies for 2007. This is an extrem
church. | encourage everyone to keep this in your
consideration to the possibility that God may me nu
experience is necessary and | am happy to discuss C
at any time.

The Annual Meeting is planned for January 21, 2007.
be prepared and available by January 7. There will
January 14 to discuss the budget and the rest of th
complete report will be available on the 14

The budget will be an agenda item at the next Counc
Anyone interested is welcome to attend, as this wil
through. Work sessions and informational meeting w
following two weeks, so keep an eye on the weekly n
dates and times. Discussion, adjustments, addition
completed in these meetings that lead up to the Ann
Annual Meeting, the congregation will either pass o

If rejected, it is my plan to have work sessions an

to vote on the revised budget scheduled before adjo
The Church Council welcomes everyone’s input in thi
multiple opportunities to share input and stay info
Annual Meeting.

Grant this O Lord:

When the song of the angels is stilled
When the star in the sky is gone.

w of current ministries and
cused on preparations for
low is a outline for the

gation is strongly encouraged
ation and contribute to this

. There are two current

a net result of potentially

ely important ministry of the
prayers and give time and
dging you toward Council. No
ouncil’s role at Word of Hope

We expect the 2007 Budget to
definitely be a meeting on
e Annual Report, as the

il meeting—December 3, 2007.
| be the Council’s first pass

ill be scheduled during the
ewsletter and e-newsletter for
s and deletions will be

ual Meeting. Then, at the

r reject the presented budget.
d a follow-up special meeting
urning the Annual Meeting.

s process and plans to provide
rmed during the lead up to the

In Christ, John McMullen,
President




When the kings and princes are home.
When the shepherds are back with their flocks
The work of Christmas begins:
To find the lost
To heal the broken
To feed the hungry
To release the prisoner
To rebuild the nations
To bring peace among the peoples
To make music in the heart. —Howard Thur man

WEEKLY FAITH GROWTH

WORSHIP EACH SUNDAY: 8:15 Classic Grace /
10:45 Celebration Service /6:30-8 pm
“Faith Basics” is our confirmation
experience designed to include adults

LIVE THE FAITH,  our small, care group meets
on Wednesdays, 7-8 pm. All are welcome

LIFE LINE,  our Sunday morning, between-
worship-services, small group that's open

to evervone. No oreparation needed
The WEBB'S would like to thank all those who have helped over the past several
months with yard work, cleaning and painting their house. It helped tremendously!
We celebrate with ALEX, LENORA & NICHOLAS TIETZ  upon the birth of JACKSON CARL
TIETZ, who arrived on
Dec. 1 St.We thank God for the life of this new child, entr usted to our care.
Congratulations to MAX, AMY & CLAIRE DOWLING upon the  birth of IAN BRYCE DOWLING,
bornon Dec. 4 ™. Bless parents & child as we receive him into our family.
Welcometo SHAWN AUGUSTUS LAMBIRTHnew addition for APRIL & JASON LAMBIRTH born
on Dec. 6 ™. God's richest blessings upon you as you welcome t his new little one.
Congratulations to BOB & DARLENE TAYLOR upon the birth of grandson, AIDAN LUKE
THOMAS BLAIR, sonof SHARLENE & JASON BLAIR and brother to, JAMES BLAIR. God’s
abundant blessings on all as we celebrate this new birth.
We celebrate with GRACE COOK & ANA SMILEY, who received First Communion on
December 17 ™. We thank God that we are able to share His abun dant gift of grace

and love with them in this Holy Meal.

We grieve with DARLENE & TOBY EASTER and their family and friends at the death of
TOM BALL, DARLENE'’S father. Let your great love shine upon him, and give peace
and comfort to those near to him.

We grieve also with PASTOR, SUE, MANI, LUKE, BILL& ELIZABETH & ZAC DUVA L aswell
as many other family members and friends at the dea thof FRANCES DUVAL, PASTOR
DUVAL'S mother. Rest eternal grant her, O Lord; and let lig ht perpetual shine
upon her.
I would like to thank all of the people of Word Of Hope for your prayers, cards,
and poinsettia during my wife, Fran’s, illness and death. Your kindness is
deeply appreciated and | can’t thank you enough. LORIN DUVAL
DEAR WOH FAMILY, Toby and I can’t thank you enough for your caring ¢ ards, phone
calls and the beautiful flowers that were sent to m y father’s funeral. It was so
comforting to know that our church family was there for us.

Blessings to all, TOBY & DARLENE

EASTER



We would like to thank everyone for all of your kin d words, Christmas cards and

gifts at this time of year. We deeply appreciate y our love and concern. I"#$%
& N+
We celebrate the marriage of ELIAS & HEATHER (FRAZIER) ISRAEL , daughter of WAYNE
& ANNETTE FRAZIER.
HEATHER & ELIAS were married on Dec. 9 ™ May the Lord bless you and keep you.
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