
FROM THE PASTOR 
For a number of folks, summer represents a time for  some laid back, leisurely reading.  
I’ve looked through some of my files and come up wi th what I hope will be some 
tantalizing pieces for summertime thought and refle ction.  It’s not exactly “light” 
reading as is “easy” but I believe that through the se folks we glimpse the light of 
Christ. Enjoy! 

We are not meant to be seen as God’s perfect, brigh t-shining examples, but to be seen 
as the everyday essence of ordinary life exhibiting  the miracle of His grace.  
Drudgery is the test of genuine character.  The gre atest hindrance in our spiritual 
life is that we will only look for big things to do .  Yet, “Jesus…took a towel 
and…began to wash the disciples’ feet…” (John 13:3- 5)  We all have those times when 
there are no flashes of light and no apparent thril l to life, where we experience 
nothing but the daily routine with its common every day tasks.  The routine of life is 
actually God’s way of saving us between our times o f great inspiration which come from 
Him.  Don’t always expect God to give you His thril ling moments, but learn to live in 
those common times of the drudgery of life by the p ower of God. Oswald Chambers , My 
Utmost For His Highest  

Do not pray for easy lives; pray to be stronger. Do  not pray for tasks equal to your 
powers; pray for powers equal to your tasks. Then t he doing of your work shall be no 
miracle, but you yourself shall be a miracle. Every  day you shall wonder at yourself, 
at the richness of life which has come to you by th e grace of God.  Phillips Brooks  

If we are following Jesus, we cannot wait for the p erfect community. It was while we 
were yet sinners that Christ allowed his body to be  broken for 
us...Our commitment to one another in community can  be no less than 
his: 'This is my body broken for you.'  F. Kefa Sempangi  

Our body has this defect that, the more it is provi ded care and 
comforts, the more needs and desires it finds.  Saint Teresa of Avila  

Is it not almost unbelievable that the Creator, on whose freedom 
and power we all depend, should allow himself to be  bound, and to 
lie in helpless weakness in the straw?  John Stott  

Whatever we do counts. If we do not serve what cohe res and endures, 
we serve what disintegrates and destroys.  Wendell Berry  

I have need to be on fire. I have icebergs to melt.  William Lloyd Garrison  

Our greatest prejudice is against death.  It spans age, gender and race.  We spend 
immeasurable amounts of energy fighting an event th at will eventually triumph.  Though 
it is noble not to give in easily, the most alive p eople I’ve ever met are those who 
embrace their death.  They love, laugh and live mor e fully .  Andy Webster —Hospice 
Chaplain, Plymouth, Michigan 

Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out 
hate; only love can do that. Hate multiplies hate, violence multiplies violence, and 
toughness multiplies toughness in a descending spir al of destruction....The chain 
reaction of evil - hate begetting hate, wars produc ing more wars - must be broken, or 
we shall be plunged into the dark abyss of annihila tion .  Martin Luther King Jr.  

Religious silence is silence that is undertaken as an act of worship. Whether I hear 
God or not makes no difference.  Thomas Merton  

To be afraid is to behave as if the truth were not true.  Bayard Rustin  

You can find Calcutta anywhere in the world. You on ly need two eyes to see. Everywhere 
in the world there are people that are not loved, p eople that are not wanted nor 
desired, people that no one will help, people that are pushed away or forgotten. And 
this is the greatest poverty. Mother Teresa  

Do not waste your time bothering whether you 'love'  your neighbor; act as if you did. 
As soon as we do this, we find one of the great sec rets. When you are behaving as if 
you loved someone, you will presently come to love him. If you injure someone you 
dislike, you will find yourself disliking him more.  If you do him a good turn, you 
will find yourself disliking him less." C.S. Lewis,  Mere Christianity  



A religion that gives nothing, costs nothing, and s uffers nothing, is worth nothing. 
Martin Luther  
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Our summer Sunday morning gathering for kids is off  to a great start!  To launch our 
summer program PAUL & KARIN STRATTON lead the group in a Bible Story-Telling game that 
we found fun AND challenging!  We had great fun at our “Beach Party” and look forward 
to many more activities to help kids stay in touch and enjoy each other’s company. 
Come join us between worship services each Sunday m orning this summer!  If you would 
like to help with games, crafts, stories, etc, call  Pr Duval or see the signups on 
Sundays.   
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Our next breakfast will be July 14 th  at 7:30 am – watch for details! If you have any 
questions about the men’s get togethers  contact FRANK ADAMS (263-7133) or 
daddo99@hotmail.com.  
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Summer Fest was a remarkable evening of good food, entertainment and fellowship! 
Thanks to all those who were part of the event and especially to those who worked SO 
HARD to make it all possible!  We are very grateful  to JULIE MCEWEN, COLLEN BLACK, 
SHAWN BLACK & HIS BAND, GLENDA EARNEST, the YOUTH & all our behind-the-scenes helpers.  
Great job! 
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As our conversation starter for the Wednesday eveni ng discussion/care group, we’re 
continuing to use “Journey”—a story of coming (back ?!) to faith.  Join us on Wednesday 
evenings, 7-8 pm.  Walk-ins welcome.   
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We are continuing to set aside time each month for corporate prayer and conversation.  
Our next gathering is Monday, July 23, 7-8 pm.  As in the past, we’ll provide simple 
prayer materials, mutual support, and hands on pray er time. Prayer doesn’t come as 
naturally as what we might like, but it doesn’t hav e to be brain surgery either.  Come 
and join some other followers who continue to learn  to pray.  
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We’ve had wonderful participation in our "Kid's Saf e" training with 19 people 
completing the course.  We will schedule another se ssion in time for fall activities.  
Our great thanks to all participants. This is a gre at commitment to our Childrens’ 
Ministry. For more information contact JENNIFER POLNISCH at japsigns@juno.com or call 
231-7119. 
 
 

VISIT OUR WEB SITE:   WWW.WORDOFHOPECHURCH.COM�
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O God, our Father, we who are children of time come  to you who is above time.  For us 
the days that are past are past beyond recall and w hat we have written on life’s page 
we may not erase.  But our past is still present to  you and you can undo what is 
beyond our power to change.  You can restore the wa sted years.  And we bring them to 
you—all the time past of our lives.  Take it into y our molding hands.  What was done 
amiss, amend.  What was faulty, fulfill.  We bless you for forgiveness but we ask for 
more, even that you should annul the evil that we h ave done and accomplish the good in 
which we failed.  We thank you that you are ever op en to our cry, that none can come 
to you too late, that the door of the Father’s hous e is never closed to any child who 
would come home.  Father, we come bringing our marr ed lives for your remaking, our 
stained hands for your cleansing, our tired feet fo r your rest, our wearied hearts for 
your peace.  Amen.    —Robert E. Speer  (1867-1947) 
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The premise, the promise and the program…with a par able. First, the parable: In olden 
times a man went out into the woods.  There he enco untered the amazing gracious 
presence of God. The man made a vow that he would c arve a memorial from a great log to 
honor God.  But he discovered he was getting chilly , so he hacked away at the log to 
make himself some firewood. By the time he got thro ugh feeding the fire, there was 
very little left for tribute.  By now he was tired,  so he took the small chunk that 
remained and put it under his head for a pillow.  W hen he arose, he split the pillow 
and threw it into the fire for his morning coffee. Suddenly, he remembered his vow to 
God and he carved a tiny memorial out of what was l eft over. When he set it up, it was 
so small that it could not be seen above the weeds and bushes.  

 

Second, the premise: God comes first, not last.  Ot herwise we give God only the 
leftovers after we have made sure that we have prov ided for our own comforts. The 
principle of our tithe is that out giving to God co mes off the top of all that God has 
given us. Otherwise it is not true offering, just a  tip left at the table.  

 

Third, the promise: When we engender the spirit of giving we are benefiting our 
spiritual health.  To give is to live.  A giving pe rson is a blessed person: an 
acquisitive, keeping person is a deprived being.  

 

Fourth, the program: God will take the offerings we  make and give them back to us in 
showers of blessing for the sake of many: the sprea ding of God’s Good News, Christian 
education for children and adults, places of worshi p, sacraments of grace, and the 
feeding of the pool.  It is like the multiplication  of the loaves and fishes. 

Parish Publishing  Copyright © 2007 New Canaan, CT 
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Where In The Bluegrass Are The WOH Flamingos?? Our flock of pink 
flamingos have been making their way around the Lex ington area to the lawns 
of various WOH folks including BILL & JOANNE BROWN (plus a visit to celebrate 
BILL”S  birthday),  STEVE & LAURIE JOHNSON and CHARLOTTE & VICTOR WONG . If they 
haven’t shown up in your area yet…..it’s just a mat ter of time! The colorful 
flock will perch for as long as you want, or until you pay the $5 fee to have 

them removed (we have a special crew assigned to th at).  The flock moves silently from 
place to place.  Don’t want the flock landing in yo ur yard?  There is a special 
FLAMINGO PROTECTION PLAN being offered to WOH folks  and friends at a minimal cost of 
$25. This will insure that the pink flock does not appear where you live.  Contact 
MARY ROMAIN (753-0582) or DIANNE WARD (293-2249) for details. And watch the display in 
the entryway to find out “Where in the Bluegrass ar e the WOH  Flamingos?” 
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MANY, MANY, MANY THANKS to JOHN, KAREN, JENNIFER & DENISE POLNISCH as well as PAUL 
STRATTON for all their hard work in getting the Fellowship H all painted! It looks 
great! Our next work day will not be until Septembe r due to the heat so watch for the 
regular workday schedule then! We are still looking  for some daisies, black-eyed 
Susans, coneflowers, or dianthus for the islands.  If you have any you need to 
split/divide, please contact JENNIFER POLNISCH at 231-7119 or japsigns@juno.com.  
 

��������������������������������� ���
Our next outing is set for July 8 th .  Summer brings different needs to those we serve.   
These essential items include: the usual items for food bags and hygiene kits as well 
as bottled water and sunscreen, Chap Stick, used ba ckpacks, t-shirts, rain ponchos, 
flip flops, etc.  For a more detailed list see the display in the entry. This ministry 
means so much to those we serve.  Thank you for you r support. ����������� !"#$��!%�$& �"�'(�)(�*&&%+�������,�-#�,$+��!%�������� !"#$��!%�$& �"�'(�)(�*&&%+�������,�-#�,$+��!%�������� !"#$��!%�$& �"�'(�)(�*&&%+�������,�-#�,$+��!%�������� !"#$��!%�$& �"�'(�)(�*&&%+�������,�-#�,$+��!%�
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Let’s make it a Game Night for WORD OF HOPE  ~ Thrivent is sponsoring LUTHERAN NIGHT at 
the Legends! Mark your calendar for Saturday, July 21 and we’ll bring the whole WOH 
family! Tickets are $6 each. Ticket order forms are  available in the church Visitor 
Center. For more information contact FRED HARTLEB (264-1350).  
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR GRADUATES……...  SARAH WONG NETTLES, daughter of VICTOR & 
CHARLOTTE WONG, received her Masters in Elementary Education from  North Carolina State 
University. CONGRATULATIONS & BEST WISHES SARAH! 
 
 

THANKS TO ALL of you for your prayers and caring during my recen t bout with health 
issues.  Fortunately the cause has been isolated an d I am on the way to full recovery 
from the asthma attack which was triggered by a mol d.  I especially want to thank all 
of you who came to my house to dispose of weeds, pl ant pretty flowers and spread 
mulch.  It is so helpful and healing to see the pre tty flower beds.  I do love my 
garden and I haven't been able to keep it happy thi s spring. 
   God Bless You All,   ��#<&#-(��0&#&��#<&#-(��0&#&��#<&#-(��0&#&��#<&#-(��0&#&�
 

WORD OF HOPE’S FAMOUS ONES…GLENDA EARNEST has a book contract signed!  She has been 
asked to illustrate a series of children’s bear sto ries titled “The Cottage Bears on 
Land or Lane” written by Gerry Harrah. Gerry is a g randmother who is writing the 
stories based on the collection of bears that have been in her family for years.  Look 
for the books to be out around Christmas!   Maybe t his will turn into the next Harry 
Potter ?!? CONGRATULATIONS GLENDA! 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO DERRICK BROWN for placing second in the pole vault competition at  
the Kentucky State High School Track Meet at 14 fee t  (and accomplished in spite of an 
injury to his eye the day before!!) Way to go DERRICK! 
 

THANK YOU….Dear Brothers & Sisters in Jesus, 
On behalf of my Dad & family, but mostly from me, I  want to thank you for planting the 
tree in memory of my mother.  This kind act of love  and hope is more deeply 
appreciated than you can ever imagine. We are very grateful for your tremendous 
thoughtfulness.  �#2�	 '�0�#2�	 '�0�#2�	 '�0�#2�	 '�0�
WORD OF HOPE CHURCH & YOUTH…Thank you for spending the afternoon with us.  We had LOTS 
of fun and hope you did as well.  The gifts were gr eat & the treats were amazing.  
Thank you so much for everything!     ��#-!(#�����&�=-,�0��(>#(�,-&!�0���(#�=$��#-!(#�����&�=-,�0��(>#(�,-&!�0���(#�=$��#-!(#�����&�=-,�0��(>#(�,-&!�0���(#�=$��#-!(#�����&�=-,�0��(>#(�,-&!�0���(#�=$�
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The Care Team is a group of folks who try to care f or the needs of our church family 
as well as members of the community who are hurting . We invite you to join us at our 
next meeting: Tuesday, August 14 th  at 7p.m. at JULIE McEwen ’s  home. If you have a 
concern or know of someone who wishes to have the C are Team’s assistance, please get 
in touch with COLLEEN BLACK, JULIE McEWEN or PASTOR DUVAL.  If you need directions or 
more information about the Care Team, please call JULIE at (552-0062). And, by way of 
expanding the spirit of what we do, we urge each pe rson to make a phone call to 
someone in need of an encouraging word.   
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“ON THE AIR”  Lexi ngton’s Championship Barbershop Chorus, which inclu des WOH’S own 
FRED HARTLEB, will be performing live at the Opera House on July 14 at 7:30pm. Tickets 
are $12 general admission, $15 reserved seating or $10/ticket when purchasing 10 or 
more (see FRED for details). Don’t miss this once-a -year acapella spectacular! 
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July is our month for Services of Prayer and Healin g.  Watch the weekly newssheet for 
the date.  
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Church Council met on Tuesday, June 19 th  which made it tough to get something together 
for the newsletter deadline on the 15 th . We are having a conversation with LAURIE 
JOHNSON who is a candidate for the Presider’s ministry and  with JOANNE BROWN and 
DARLENE TAYLOR who are up for renewal.  The congregation will hea r more about that 
soon.  We’re continuing to monitor the finances of the church closely.  We’ve kept the 
congregation informed by letter and will continue t o do so.  We’re looking forward to 
the SUMMERFEST and are very appreciative of all those who have wo rked so hard on this 
great event.  VACATION BIBLE CAMP is also on the horizon—another excellent program f or 
WOH and the community we serve.   
 

Council set Sunday, August 19, 9:30 am, as a specia l congregational meeting for 
Presiders: candidate, LAURIE JOHNSON and renewal of  JOANNE BROWN & DARLENE TAYLOR.  
Council recommends the acceptance of all three.  
 



For questions, encouragement or concerns, your Chur ch Council members:  BOB COOK, 
JERRY MCEWEN, JOHN MCMULLEN, CAROLYN OHNESORGE, JENNIFER POLNISCH, KRISTIN SLAVIK & 
TINA VANNOY.  ~~ JOHN MCMULLEN, President 
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Last fall the wider Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (the ELCA) of 
which we are a part, introduced a new hymnal titled  “Evangelical Lutheran 
Worship.”  The ELW is an excellent resource for wor ship with a mix of 
familiar and new liturgies and hymns.  For our own use at Word of Hope, 
we’re inviting folks to purchase copies of the ELW “in memory of”, “in honor 
of,” or “in celebration of” someone or some signifi cant event.  You might 
even consider buying copy for yourself as well as o ne or two for congregational use.  
It is our hope to be able to purchase 30-40 hymnals  as we move worship forward for the 
next generation ($25/each).   
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WOMEN'S STUDY GROUP 

Due to the 4 th  of July holiday we will meet July 10 th  at 9:00am. Come join us! Everyone 
is welcome - invite a friend or neighbor and join u s! If you need a ride or would like 
more information please contact DARLENE TAYLOR (868-9769 or dtaylormom5@aol.com) 
 

WOMEN’S BREAKFAST 
Women’s Breakfast will be Saturday, July 14 th  at 9:00am. Mark your calendars! Contact 
ANNETTE FRAZIER (231-1845) for more information.  

 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY  
 

If you’d still like to be a part of this ministry a t WOH contact KARIN STRATTON (293-
6643) or pick up the directions at the church offic e.  You don’t have to be a part of 
the women’s group to participate – men, women and y outh are all welcome. If you’d like 
to donate yarn for this ministry it can be brought to the church, and if you need some 
help with your knitting or crocheting, that can be arranged by contacting KARIN.  The 
prayer shawls will be collected at church and recei ve a special blessing before being 
distributed.  
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Building relationships is part of PoWeR SuRGe for o ur lives with God (To be more 
regular in Prayer, Worship, Reading the bible, Serv ing others, building Relationships, 
and Giving). It’s through relationships that we are  sustained in the faith and how we 
can be of help to others in their faith journeys. K nowing where someone else is coming 
from is the first step in connecting with them.  Re searcher Thom Rainer interviewed 
thousands of unchurched Americans; results in: The Unchurched Next Door :  Many of the 
following findings may surprise you:  
· Most of the unchurched prefer to attend church on S unday morning if they attend. 
· Most are not antichurch or antireligion. 
· Most Americans have never been invited to church – never. 
· 82 percent of the unchurched are at least “somewhat  likely” to attend church if 

they are invited. 
· Two percent of church members invite an unchurched person to church. 
· Most of the unchurched feel guilty about not attend ing church. 
· Very few of the unchurched have had someone share w ith them how to become a 

Christian.  And Christians have not been particular ly influential in their lives. 
· The attitudes of the unchurched are not correlated to where they live, their ethnic 

or racial background or their gender. 
· Many of the unchurched are far more concerned about  the spiritual well-being of 

their children than of themselves. 



Seeds for the Parish, May-June 2007 
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There’s a LOT going on…… 
MOVING DAY Sunday, July 1.  We’ll gather at noon(following worship) for some p izza then 
we’ll help the BARNETT’S move into their new home h ere in Lexington!  Should be a 
great afternoon!! AND all who help get free movie p asses!!!!!  

 

A DAY AT THE LAKE  Tuesday, July 10  (Rain Date: July 17). We’ll meet at the church the n 
head to Laurel Lake for a day on the water…skiing, tubing and just enjoying the sun 
and fun! All hands on deck for this one!!  

 

SHRINER’S HOPITAL VISIT Thursday, July 12  6:00-7:45pm.  We’ll meet at WOH at 5:30 then 
head to Shriner’s to visit our friends (and make so me new ones).  Be ready for another 
great evening!!  

 

LOCK-IN & BOWLING Friday, July 13!!  It will all be good when we get together for  ome 
dinner, a face-off in “Guitar Hero”,  a few rousing  hands of spoons, brush up on our 
bowling skills and maybe catch a few zzzz’s.  Watch  for details! 
 

KID’S NITE OUT “HARRY POTTER NIGHT”! Saturday, July  14 th 6:00-9:00pm. It’s a night for 
kids (and ADULTS TOO) to wear your finest wizard (o r muggle) apparel and join us at a 
magical Harry Potter night!  Be sorted, test your H arry Potter knowledge, play games 
(Quidditch?) and more!!  Invite your friends and ne ighbors! Don’t miss the fun!!  

 

YOUTH TO LUNCH Sunday, July  22. We’ll gather at NOON and head out to Cheddars.  We’ ll 
reminisce about Mission Trip 07, hear about summer & college plans and just catch up. 
Invite your friends! Bring funds to cover your appe tite! Don’t miss out! 
 

                                                              MISSION 
2007…   
was a week of many new experiences! We didn’t have to travel far to find plenty of 
mission/service work to be done. We were able to co mplete the task of painting the 
outside trim of the WEBB’S home, pitched tents for a week of camping at the Kentucky 
Horse Park . (who knew we would  be circled by RV’s and Bluegr ass Music -another lesson 
in tolerance and living outside of our comfort zone !)   At QUEST FARMS we worked 
alongside 40 other youth and leaders from Indiana a nd Tennessee .  The residents were 
eager to show us their farm and tell about the many  jobs they do to keep it running, 
and they were NEVER without a hearty handshake, wel come smile and warm hug!  We had to 
weather a little storm but, as always, the Lord kep t His hand of love and protection 
around us. We took down some trees at ALDERSGATE CAMP before taking part in the Low-
Ropes Team Challenge Course.  That provided an oppo rtunity for the youth to think and 
work together to which they proved themselves quite  well!  We were surprised at the 
enormity of GOD’S PANTRY where they distribute over 1,000,000 pounds of foo d every 
month!  We were overwhelmed at the love and accepta nce we received from the children 
and their families at SHRINER’S HOSPITAL.   They face everyday with such courage and 
strength.  We were touched by their hearts – it is definitely a place where God is at 
work and a place where we will return often!   
 

We spent the week in many different places doing a number of tasks, but in each place 
the seed of God’s love was planted both in our hear ts and theirs and that will be a 
blessed thing forever.   

 

I believe that our high school youth and chaperones  have experienced some life-
changing and faith-stretching experiences and we ar e very blessed that you, as 
friends, family and a congregation, gave us this op portunity. 

 

Thank you from all of us:   HAYLEY HARBER, MARY AMANN, BLAKE HAMPTON, CASEY WARD, 
ANDREA OHNESORGE, RYAN VANNOY, PETER GAFFIELD, DERRICK BROWN, ALEX EARNEST, DAVE 
EARNEST, RICHARD SAUNDERS and DARLENE TAYLOR 

 

“O God, source of all that we have and all that we will become, as mission 2007 ends, 
we stand ready to enter more deeply into the life t hat you have called us to.  Guard 
us, fill our hearts with joy as you bring us closer  to you, bless our days and let 
them be times of growth and blessings filled with h ope and opportunity and places 
where we look to see you.  Continue to lead us with  your vision and unite us as one 
with those we go to serve.  Send us forth boldly an d with courage to run the race set 



before us.  Empower us in our witness and strengthe n us in our serving.  In the name 
of Jesus our Savior, Amen.”   
 

We thank our WOH family and friends for your suppor t! 
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Wanted: A few good people who are willing to do 5-minute or  less tasks!  We need a few 
more people willing to take the garbage and recycli ng cans down to the curb on 
Thursday night and bring them back up on Friday nig ht.  We also need a few people 
willing to change the furnace filters every few mon ths.  Interested? E-mail JENNIFER 
POLNISCH at japsigns@juno.com or call 231-7119.  
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While on tour of  New York Ci ty wi th 155 Sr.  High Sc hoolers   

as shared by GLENDA EARNEST 

·  It’s possible to get a group of 155 teenagers on a nd off a NY Subway at the same 
time. 

· You can buy ‘bootleg’ movies for $5 each…but maybe if you pay $10 you might get the 
other half of the movie. 

· The smartest kids with the highest IQ will give a s tranger $35 for a fake ID and 
wait for this stranger to “be right back.” 

· Teenagers will wait three hours to ride a 90 second  ride at a theme park, but not 
wait three hours to visit the Empire State   Buildi ng observatory deck looking over 
miles and miles of beautiful NYC sky line and water ways 1,050 feet high, including 
a 60 second elevator ride that moves 86 floors unde r 1 second a story and makes 
your ears pop. 

·  NYC has signs: ‘NO STANDING’ between 7am to 7pm in cluding Sunday, (you’ll either 
get run over by pedestrians or ticketed) 

· In downtown NYC they have signs: $350 fine for honk ing, so it’s surprisingly quiet 
for all the traffic they have. 

· It seems there are more taxies than cars and more i llegal vendors selling purses, 
watches and sunglasses than dept. stores. 

· Seems like Italian vendors are mean and won’t barga in with you. 
· Some vendors will go down in price on their own if you just stand there and look 

dumb. 
· Parking lots park your cars on big metal shelves th at look like those semi trucks 

transporting new cars but a lot bigger. For up to ½  hr. $10.98. Up to 1 hr.$18.39. 
Up to two hrs. $22.41. Up to 12 hrs. $25.34. Up to 24 hrs. $27.87.  Monthly 24 hr. 
rate $359. …okay, bet you get the picture. 

· There’s more grass in Las Vegas, Nevada than in New  York City 
· It’s possible that over two-dozen teenagers will sl eep on a dirty hard bus floor 

and under bus seats for over 12hrs. with out a bath room break… and not care what 
body parts get stepped on.  

· A 6’ tall person cannot ‘almost’ squeeze in a dbl. bus seat and steal a few winks. 
· While on the top of a Double-Decker bus touring NYC …if it starts to rain, your tour 

guide may not allow you to go below. So for two hou rs while wearing a cheap plastic 
poncho they provide… beware of riding in the perfec t storm getting beat by rain and 
wind and getting poked by tree limbs as he patientl y pitches his perfect tour 
script without missing a beat. Oh… and by the way, I’ll bet you a super size NY 
cheesecake you can’t keep your feet up the whole ti me so your shoes don’t get 
soaked from puddle-waves of water swishing by as th e bus stops and goes at lights. 

·  Some of their restaurants look like a simple one r oom restaurant with only a 
counter for ordering and standing room only, but th ey actually seat over hundreds 
of people from 1 to 6 levels high…just pick your fl oor to take your food, sit down 
and stay awhile. Most have some sort of game room, TV’s, gift shop and lots of 
atmosphere to enjoy.  

· Some cell phones do not work in hotels, so use thei r house phone. 
· Most cell phone’s work in the NY subway. 
· Most of the 155 Teenagers could care less for tours  and NY history….they are there 

for socializing, shopping and eating. 
· It’s possible on the last day of the NY trip for sh y teenagers to come out of their 

shell and dance in front of hundreds of people with  Aliens in the restaurant “Mars 
2112”.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


